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CERTIFICATE

I em KEITH L. WARE, Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Officer,
Secend Battalion, Fifteenth Infantry. At the time of the following action,
I was Exscutive Officer, Fifteonth Infantry Reglment, in which capacity I
haye intimate personal lmowledge thereof:

During ths offensive which szaphed the COLMAR Bridgohead and drove
tha German forces from theilr last foothold on Froneh soil, Company a9,
Fifteenth Infantry,; moved into the BEOIS DE RIEDWIER. Control of this forest
had besn wrested from the omoy &t A heavy cost in blood. Ita pnaaaanim
was of cardinal importance as the woods dominated the German stronghold of
HOLTZHIHR; reductlon of which wae essentiaml to the prompt !.:‘:uunplia}:n:nt-
of the Third Division's offensive tasks.

Accordingly, on the afternocn of 26 January 1945, the enemy launched
a determined counteratiack, mirling two coompanles and six heavy tanks at
Cozpany "B"'s position in en effort to retake tho woods at sny coot.

The heroiem of one man, Second Lieutenant AUDIE L. MJ/RPHY,; was pri=
marily respensible for repelling thies ferpelous counterattack. Voluntarily
remaining at the hazardeus post he had chonen after the rest withdrew,
Lleutenant MUAFHY firet directed deedly artillery fire on the advancing
onemy, then hald the assault elemente off with mechine zun fire from the
exposod turret of & knocked-cut and burning tank destroyer. FPorsonally
killing or wounding an estimated 50 Gormans, fighting cn despite a painful
log wound and despite the fact that his tank destroyer threatened to explode
under his feet, Lisutensnt MIAPHT shattered the enemy counterattack, saving
his Company from possible encirclement and destruction and enabling his
Rogiment to hold the woods which had been won with such difficulty.

Hed Lisutenant MUAPHY failed to =zake his harolc ong-can stand, ke

would not have been censured.

EEITH B. WARE
Lis Col.,; 15th Infantry
Cocmanding.

COMSLDERED BY THE DECORATIONS BOAR




