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COLPLETE DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE RENDERED
I an ELIER G, BRAWLEY,; 37402205, Infantry, Acting Plntoon

Serpeant, Company "8Y, Fiftesnth Infantry, in vhich capacity I
wes present at rnd an eyewltness to the following zaotion:

i ﬂmwan_r "BV on 26 January 1945 was south of the B0IS DE

! RIBDWINE nenr HOLTZWIMNR, FRANGE. At aboub 1400 howrs in the after-
noon we came under a hezt"-l'.‘f soncentration of artillary fire for
about ten minutes. ‘Vhen this artillery fire was lifted, six Ger-
man Mark VI tanks cema out of the woods some 400 vards tn -our front,
charging tnwardf us as they fired thelr BOmm guns.

Second Li.auten.s:nt AUDIE L, MURPHY, . 0-1692508, ouwr Compeny
Commander, ordsred us %o withdraw to pr eviously pre:}areﬁ. positions |
200 yards wlthin“the woods, As we withdrew across the snow=covered
ground, hundrads of eneny in;anuryﬁen poured ocut of the woods,
:‘J.r:l.ng automgtle wezpons as u-iw camea.

-cu‘ﬁcnan'é MURFHY stayed on at his CP under a pine tree on
the edpe of the woods nnd dlrected artlilery fire by telaphone
upon the advancing ftanls znd nfantrymen. Bxcepht for o tank des-

4 wroyer A0 yands to hls rdlshy repr and a forward observer, Licuten-
ant MUAPHY was out thore aslons. [

Cur ar tilllery shelle laonded squerely in the midat of the ad- !
vaneing KRAUTS, killing at least 30 of tham- bul as the dead Germsns
fall, u‘t‘lsra strosmed out of the woods to take thelm. plasca;

aﬁanwniLc, the cnemy ftanke contlnucd to firu. A direct W%
Inockad out our tank degtrover and 1t began to pour out smoke. The
tanlk destrover men withdmew to the mein eloments of Company "BY,
Tolloved hy the forward' observer, vhe, I learned, wvas ordered hy
Lisutenant IUAPHY to set uwp an OP 1in the company orea.

b,
Lilgutensnt IUVEPHY, however, continued o remain at his QP,
directling artlilery by telephone. The eneny Marlk VI tanke erashad
throuzh on both sur flanks, f‘r*ng nersistently at the Lieutenant
end shattering branches of the trees at his glide with shell fram
, ments. In a storm of machine [;Lm Tire from the tanks, ha coolly

i want on telephonling f;re orders

i The nostlls tanks charged by Lieutenant IHURPHY's CP, coming
vithin 50 yrrds ns they possed and firing af him: but sppaorently ReF 1
they wanted to avold the burnlng tank ﬁeatrﬂyﬂr and ao dlénlt come e
eny closer,
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About 250 XRAUTS cireled sround through the open mesdow to
the front., These infontrymen fired »ifleos-and mnchine pistols at
Lisutensnt MBPHY s Shey brossed forverd,  We woere meanvhile at-
termting to hold eff the lark YIilg with bazookn ond artillery fire.

k]

then the Garmens hed gotten within 100 yards of him and were
closing in on him, Lisutehant MURPEY got on top of the hull of the
tank dsstrover, vhich was burning and threntening to exXnlode at any.
moment. He séized the 50 cnlibor machine gun apnd flred stralzht
at the sdvenecing TRAAUTS, vho moved irreslatibly closer ond closer.
g41hovetted vividly ecninst the nude tress, derl evergreens, and
deep snow, wlthout gover of any kind, he stood there, ae the Tlsmes
moved ecloger 4o the pasollne and ammmitlion in the tanx destroyer.
A1 around hfﬁl.EE mm shells, and bullets from machine guns, machlne
vistole, and rifles, sheool Tho foreate and sent up fiurrles _of snow °
and 4irt, - ’ -

He killed 12 Garmons trying to outflsnk him from his rilght;
but the Cerman hordes were go numerouns that they kept on comlng.
Twice Lisutenant MURPHY was Dlotted from sight by sudéen sourts
of flame when hig 4tonk destroyer was hit by sneny artillery.  MHe=-
ehine gun bullets nelted the Aldes of the wvehlele and shol by
dpngerously close o him, vhile shell fraguente and pleces of rock
shroddéed hle slothes; but he stered ot his perilous noat.

Finally, fragmentatlon from en 88 mn shell hit him in the leg;
put even then hz continued to hold off the entire enemy force, -
helned solely by srtlllery Tire.

Thelenemy Lanks, meanvhile, returnsé becauss Lieutenant LUA.
PHY had held up the esupporting Infentry ond they vere opoarently
lanthe to sdvence fuwnther without infenbry support. Theae tanks -
nffad thelr murdsrous Tire to that of the FRAUT artillery and small
svme Tivre that showered Lieutensnt NURPHY's posltlon without cesEn— |
tion. o _ i :
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The FRAUT infontrymen oot within 10 yerds of Lleutenant MUR- ;5

PHY, but he %x11l2d4 them in the draws, in the mepdows, in the woods—=
vhorever he' oav Shem, Though wollnded and covered with oot and A
@ipt whieh muet have obscured his vision at times, he held the =
EUNS pt bay, killing and voundlng at least S5 of the enemy during =
the next hour, s i R AT
Lisutensnt MURFHY, worn out end bleeding vrofusely, then 2
1imped through s continuing hail of fire and brought the Company
foprrnrd, Refusing to be evocuabted, he led us in o sovage attgek =
on the enenf, dlslolglng the Germans from Gha whole aren. \Woen A
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tha fight was over, he gllowed his wound %o bDe trested on the fleld.
Inflicting more than a 100 casuaitles on the sneny durlng his
snfionitabla one-men etruzgle, Lileutenant MUBRPHY broke the entlre
attnek of the Goarmong and held herd-won pround that 1t would have
beon dlsastbous o lose, .
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