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- platoon, Company "D%, P

. worg about 250 yurds from the

COMPANY #n* 10TH INFANTHY
APO 43

COMPLYTE DRSORIPTION OF SERVICE RENDERED

I am Oteff Sergesnt Normnn O, Mollan, platoon sergesnt
third platoon, Company *B®, Fifteenth Infsﬂtgry. At ﬁ time ,
of this incldent, at which I was present a8 mn oyewitness, I
was g private firat class, rifls grensdior, firat squad, Eh:l.rﬂ.
ftaenth Infantry,

Vhen wo landed on 18 August 1944 a¥ about 0800 houra, near
Ranatuelle, Frence, we started throush a vineyard toward a bouldar
covered hill which'wo hnd to cross to resch our ob eotive, In all
ths smoke and confusion one of our squafls and sn attached 1light
mashine gun squad hed bocome separated from us and we had to
ahead without them, 2 [

. Vo were sprend out thmglat“th vinoyerd no we
hill, owr right flank being t 40 yardn from a
led up to the right of the hill, betwoan 1%t and » house. Vhen we
hiuunwmnthuhnummmthn
of 4t starfed firing at us with n machine pun and zmell sruma
we all hit the dirt. o long as wo Femsined quiet tho enemy
didn'$ fire, but as soon no wo etinrted trylng to move
or two at n timo, they would fire on us, In sbout 20 minutes ona
of our men had been killed snd another wounded, and we hedn't made
any progress.

Staff Sorgesnt AUDIE L. MURPHY, ow* platoon sergeant, suddanly
Jumped up and ren to his right, to the anfoty of the draw. Tha
enemy Tiref nt him but he resched ths draw safoly. He withdraw
through 1t and finslly looated the men of the light machine

squad and brought them back with him. He wont on past our line,
unseen by the enemy, until he was about 100 yards from the m:ﬁn
nachine gun, and on its flank. DNecnuse he knew the exaot loo n
of the enemy, he took personasl charge of owr light machine gun,
laying it Just over the edge of tho draw and then pouring surprice
fire at the onomy nachine gun orew. He killed two of the orew and
wounded the third, silenoing their gun,
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During this time the others were nble to move forwnrd %o
within gbout 100 yordo of tho enemy positiona, taff Sergeant
EURFIY returned mashine gun to moohinge gun oquad and gomo
up to take his position on owr right flank again. His best friend
had been wounded glichtly gnd gent for medical nld, but the two
mot in the draw snd the friend oame up with him,




