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Springfield Family reunion at the home of A.L. and Lula Springfield in Van Alstyne, TX
August, 1945

EXCERPTS FROM MAY 23, 1998 INTERVIEW WITH RUBY REYNOLDS

On May 23, 1998, Sue Gossett interviewed Rulpyd a large family and there weren’t enough beds for
Springfield Reynolds and her son Jim Reynolds who kagryone, so Audie and another man who was working
traveled to Greenville, TX for the Audie Murphy Dafpr my father slept in the cotton wagon.

Celebration. Ruby Reynolds is Beatrice “Pete” Audie would visit my mother and father and my sis-

Springfield’s sister and a daughter of A.L. and Lulgr Beatrice—he called her “Pete”—quite often. Audie

Springfield. and Pete hunted squirrels together. She was a good shot.
Pete was about ten years older than Audie but they were

We all thought an awful lot of Audie. My mothereal close. They wrote to each other a lot during the war.
[Lula Springfield] raised thirteen children, but she thougfff his letters he called her “Pal” and signed them “Shorty.”
of Audie as one of her own. He called her “mother” and The first thing he did when he got back from the
he appreciated her. He was a very loving person. service was to visit my family when they were living in

| first met Audie at our family reunion. This had t¥an Alstyne. | didn't get to come to that reunion, but |
be in 1940. He was working for my father, pickingave pictures of Audie with the family. Just before he
cotton. He was about sixteen but he was so small | thoughs killed he called and told Pete that he'd be by to visit
he was much younger. in a few days, but, of course, he never did get back. It

| was married and we lived in Carlsbad, New Mexic@sas quite a tragedy for all of us. It was just heartbreak-
But we came back here for the family celebration. Wey.
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just trying to give you a good job.” 1ing, you know. And this second lieu-to negotiate something. But it didn’t
said, “No, no the heck with it.” If I'd tenantthat we had, not Murphy, he said/ork out. He sent me a movie picture of
taken it | would be the one pushing ugHey, Chin. You carry—" | can't re- him with a horse. | wish | could find it.
daisies in Germany instead of poomember what it's called but it’s like aMy wife put it away somewhere. He
Ziemba. pole with TNT. [bangalore torpedo]wrote, “Best wishes to Chin from Au-
Even so, | was one of those unThe Germans were shooting everyondie,” on it. When my wife saw it she
lucky guys that got hurt on the Siegfriedand | said | wasn't going to carry thatsaid, “Why are you getting pictures of
Line. What happened was that we werdown there. I’'m not a coward but | wagnovie cowboys?” | said, “Hey, that's
at the Siegfried Line and a couple shellsmart enough to stay under cover. Andy CO.”
fell on the bunker and killed a couplel hid behind a rock for a while until it I saw him when he was in Boston
guys. calmed down. When it calmed downfor the premiere of TO HELL AND
Murphy was on the Siegfried Linewe finally went into those dragon’sBACK. He said, “There’s an awful lot
with us, | remember. When we first gotteeth. It was quite an experience.  of phonies in this business, you know.”
there, we bivouacked at night. 1 guess One thing that Audie did. He wasl said a lot of people think I'm a phony
about four or five o’clock, just when youable to take us off the line at Nurnbergvhen | say | know Audie MurphyThey
see the light, we had a smoke screen dtir some R and R. He put Canr@om- look at me like, why would a guy like
over the place. The first thing we argany in our place and those poor kideim know a guy like you?
looking at are rows and rows of then Cannon Company really got shotup.  Well, I did. 1was with Baker Com-
dragon’s teeth and then we look in the  After the war Audie tried to get me pany from March 15th, 1945 to the end
distance, about a couple hundred yardsjob as a movie actor or something. Hef the war.
away from us, there’s one of those bidnad Lloyd Nolan and Jimmy Gleason
tanks with a blade. They were bulldozand a couple of fellas come down to try

HOW AUDIE MURPHY WON HIS MEDALS
By David “Spec” McClure

PART VI had come. “He had to be in a certaiiof the machine-gun crew. However, he

On the day after the machine-gurspot to get clearances to our linesight be lurking somewhere close-by.
incident, Murphy had a new grievancethrough the heavy underbrush,” said\udie reached the boulder, stood up,
A German, shooting from the slope Audie, “but | knew he had move&nip- and began to inch his way around, us-
killed two members of Company B.ers always moved after making a kill.ing his left hand for support on the rock.
Murphy, who had previously advisedFinding his new position before he spot-  “l sensed the presence of that
Colonel Paulick to stay off the hill, now ted me was my problem. Thisisthae- sniper,” says Murphy, “and he must
asked Captain Harris for permission tdiest game on earth: two men stalkindhave sensed mine.” Some twigs began
go up himself and look for the snipereach other with powerful guns; two merto move slowly upward in a clump of
He was granted permission on the cortrained to kill in split seconds; two menbrush twenty yards away. Audie did
dition that he take three men with himwithout an atom of mercy toward eachot dare move. With his right hand, he
Audie started out with the three, but, asther.” brought up the carbine and aimed it at
was his custom, he soon put them un- Before beginning the stalk, Audiewhat proved to be a camouflaged Ger-
der cover and proceeded alone. shed all of his unessential equipmentnan helmet. Suddenly the sniper jerked

“It was simply safer that way,” he including his helmet. For the deadlyhis head to one side and looked directly
explained. “With four men threshinghunt he had chosen several hand gret Murphy, reacting with startled sur-
through the underbrush, that snipenades and a carbine. He always favorgatise. A second later he was dead.
would have been sure to spot one of uke short, light carbine for fighting in Audie, firing twice, had gone for the
and perhaps kill us all. I knew he wouldorests and brush. Slithering and crawlbrain. “Call it instinct or a sense of pres-
be using a high-powered rifle with a teleing carefully so that he would not snagence,” he says. “Mine worked about
scopic sight. He would also be camoua twig, he inched up the slope, dependen seconds faster than his. And that
flaged and looking for targets throughing upon the dense underbrush fomade the difference between my life or
binoculars. That was how shipers opeteover. his.”
ated. Nevertheless, | had to take this On a hunch he headed for the huge Murphy made a report on his mis-
one on alone, or not at all.” boulder which had sheltered the masion to Captain Harris and recomanded

Murphy guessed the approximatehine-gun crew on the previous daythat regular patrols cover the near slope
position of the sniper by studying theThere were firepaths for shooting downto discourage snipers and infiltrators.
angle from which his men had been shditill at this spot. But the sniper wouldThe officer sent a first patrol up to frisk
and the terrain over which the bulletde too canny to use the exact positiothe dead man of items that might be use-
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To receive email notices that a new Audie Murphy Research Foundation Newsletter has been posted on
our website www.audiemurphy.com, please log on to www.audiemurphy.com/amrf.htm and sign up.

We need people who would be willing to print and mail copies of the new newsletter to at least one person
who does not have Internet access. If you can help please indicate on the sign-up sheet.

If you do not have someone who can print out the newsletters for you or access to a public library or a
Kinkos with Internet capability please fill out this form and mail it back to us at the above address. We
will work to match you up with a volunteer who can print and mail a copy of the newsletter to you.

| doNOT have Internet access:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

We hope that this less expensive way of delivering the newsletter will enable us to reach more people and
send out more frequent newsletters.

But even if we are successful at reducing mailing expenses, we still need your continued financial support
to help cover the costs of interviewing people and collecting and preserving photos, newspaper and maga-
zine articles and artifacts — as well as maintaining the website and making educational materials available
to schools.

We hope you can continue to help. We appreciate your gift of:

( )%$20 ( ) $50 ( ) $100 ( ) other

Please make checks payable to the Audie Murphy Research Foundation. We can also accept VISA and
MasterCard contributions:

Cardno. _ _ _ _ - - - _ _ Expiration _ _/

| would like to be a monthly sponsor. Please bill the above amount to my credit card the fifth
day of each month until I notify the Foundation otherwise.

Signature: 4 |

Yo

Name: (Please Print):







