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COMPANY YBY FIFTEENTH INFANTRY
he Po 0. #3 U. 5. AHLY

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE HENUERED

I am ANTHOWY V. AGRALMEXL, 42080471, Frivote First-Glass, Rifleman, Con—
pomy U, Fifteomth Infantry, in which capacity I was present at and an eye-
witness o the fellowing action:

On 26 January 1945, Company “E* was out in open country just beyond a
tongue of woods near HOLTZWLIHR, FRANCE. A% about 1400 hours, the enemy courter—
attacked with a terrifie punch. Six heavy tanks started coming toward us with
about two companios of German infantrymen following them. The sssoult was pre—
ceded by a ten minute artillery conceftration on our positions.

Second Lisutenant AUDIE L. MUAPHY, 0=-1692509, ordered us to withdraw to
positions we had prepared about 100 yards inside the woods. A8 we pulled-back,
the KRAUT infentry moved up bebdind their screen of tanks. The tank puns and
pachine guns were firing at us all the tioe.

Lieubenant MURPHY remained at his GFy which was under a tree in the open
meadow, &0 that he could direct artillery fire on the advancing enemy. Topother
with & tonk destroyer, which was across the main road through the woods and
about L0 yards to his right rear, he held that rearguscd position under relking
fire froa the Germsn tanks.

From my position in the woods, I saw & dlrect hit from ap enemy B8mm gun
smashn into owr tank destroyer. The crew piled out as fast as tha:.r‘n:-uuld and
withdrew toward the cowpany positicn in the forest. A lot of smoke was comlng
out of the knocked out TD. It wos slowly burning.

The enemy hanks were now abreast of Licutenant MIRPHI's position, rolling
ecrozs the open field on both sides of him and firing at him with thedr cannon
ond machine guns as they passed. AP and HE shells struck all over the area.
The Lisutenant stood bolt woright, giving fire directions, slthough [ragments
from axploding shells eut through the leaves of the tree bsneath which he was
ctoanding. The tanks swept past him,

Al this time, Licutenunt WUGPHY calmiy comtimued to direct artdillery fire
on the KRAUT infantry, which was advaneing sbout 200 yards behind the tanks.
I saw gholl after shell explede dn the midst of the Cerman skirmish line,
Dozens of Germins were killed by ouwr concestrations, bat the line kept mowing
toviard us,

As wo engaped the KRAUT {anks with bazooka and directed artillery firve, I
saw Licubonant WHAPHY elizb on top of the burning tank destroyer while bursts of
maching pilatol fire from the advansing infantry battered against the hull and
tread. Though smolie was pouring from the opem hatch, Licutcoant MIEPHY clizbed
on top and opened up on the ensmy with the TD's 50 caliber mechine mun. The
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destroyer was burning inside, ama it was choeolk full of sauminitdon end gasolins;
ab any mooent the thing might have blown—wen Lo ucs Like stancing on top of a
tlim bomlb.

The ARAUTS threw sverytiing they had ob Lisutenont MULPHY. As the destroyer
had boen lmocked oub vwith its three dneh gun faeing the aneny, he had o swing
The S0 caliber around 150 degrees to engage the XEUUT snd he hod %o fire over She
open turret. That meant thot he was standing on the ™0 cheselp, ovposed to ensoy
“ire froa his ankles to his head and silhouctted sgeinst the trees and the snow
belind hiwm,

A5 the infaniry swarmsd up towsrd the destroyer, thaecy fired their cubomatic
weagons and rifles at Lieutenant MUGFHY. I eould see theiy whide mechine gun
Lracers smagh cpoinst tho hull and twred and tnen glonce off. The gmadl oras
fire seemad to be comverging in on him {from oil civections, and I don't under—
stand yet how ha cmme through it alive. -

ihen aboul a dozen Germans vorked their wey up tirough o diteh to get him
from his Tight flank, They advanced by stesllh to withdin 20 yoards of him, then
Licutenant HURPHY spoticd then.” Lheeling his oschine gun tovard this new T
he Tired barst after wrst doun into the guily, kiliing the éﬂwﬂﬂi

The six Geroon tanis Joliered ip theds attack on our prepared posiiions
bacauge they had na iafantry Suuport. The tanks turncd and moved tnroigh the
woods tounrd Licubenand HIEPAYYs position, firing st hin with their 28mn guns
and michine puns. I ecould gea.lieutenant WIRPHY fire his machine fun at foe
approaching tanxs, foreing them to bubien up, then turn his woeapon on the in-

‘Lantry, which was still wdvaneing uncer a eurtein of automotic woasons fire.

Friendly srtiilery Uire zhelled the puth of the eruising tanks, preventing
thenm from overruwaning Licutenant LURPHY's ;:Ps:..ticm. dB shells from the Gorman
Marl VIS scored tuo or three direct hits on Licutencnt MUIFHY's destroyer.
Flames burst fron the hatches and tie whole tank destroyer wos sometdmes woopsned
in billows of smoic. Uhen the smoite clearsd after one of these shell hits, I
saw that Lieutenant MURFHY had ceon hit. His uniform was tatiersd end spoftered
with dirt,and Dleood was seeping thrown his torm trouser leg.

Through =11 this furious fdre, Lisuteunant MURPAY stood in his cxposed
position and fired vhenover the Garanns attemsted to advance. . I =mw him
1D HeAUTS in the dltches ond sround folds and on the open meadow. Assaald.
elements rushed forvard bo within 10 yonds of his destroyer in u desperche
effort to swerm over it or sebt it eblaze with grenodes. Licutenant SOEPHY
stoppec and ldilled tiese Gormons with mochine gun fire at ranges of 10 to 20
yards from his poslilon. - . .

Blecding freely from hds ley wound, nis fuee boloelk from smole and divt
morded up by explocing shells, Lieutenant IWHFHY fought om,-ldlliog a totod of
2bout 25 and vouncing epproxicaiely iwo dozen more of the encuy. 1 expeched
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to zee the whole domn tank destroyer blow wp wiler nim any minute. V
For em hour, he neld off the enemy force single-handed, Cighting against

WUEELY climbed peinfully down from the top of the tank destroyer and made his
way back to our coimany positien. Although his wound looked reslly btad, he
refused %o wail for treatment. e reorponized the Company end led us in an
avtock vidch swept the Geraon ferce back Llobo the wooos they had coms {rom.
After he Had done that, he stopped for {irst aid ripght on the field, but he
wouldin't taks evacustion. ;

'rr.c Tight that Lieubenand HIPEY pub up wes the greatest display of
gutf‘ and cnum._.c: I hwve over seen. Thore ds only one in o million who would
e willing to stond up on o burning vehicle, leaded up with explosives, and
hold off around 250 raging REAUTSG for an howr amd do all $hat when he was .
sourdied. L[deutenant Aieu¥ not oaly stood off one of the most rugeed and-” L
determined socunrehsad forces I have ever run iobo; bub he misd have killed
and woundod aboub o hundred of them with directed artillery and 50 caliber

fire. ]
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